
If you have been injured due to medical negligence, 
contact Cirignani, Heller & Harman, LLP to learn 

more about your options. 

CALL US TODAY AT 312.346.8700
www.CHHLaw.com/medical-malpractice

Resources:
https://psnet.ahrq.gov/primers/primer/18/wrong-site-wrong-procedure-and-wrong-patient-surgery

https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424127887324461604578189643993571734
http://www.surgjournal.com/article/S0039-6060(12)00623-X/abstract

SURGICAL
ERRORS
occur every year in
the United States.
Some surgical errors are classified 
as “never events” because they 
should never occur.

TYPES OF
SURGICAL 
ERRORS

OF 
WSPES:

HOW SURGICAL
ERRORS HAPPEN

Infections

Instruments or objects left 
inside the body

Nerve damage

Anesthesia errors

Air bubbles in blood

Wrong-site, wrong-
procedure and wrong-
patient surgeries 
(WSPEs)

59%
23%
14%
5%

Operating on the wrong 
side of the body.

Operating on another wrong 
location of the body. 

Performing the wrong 
procedure.

Performing on wrong patients. 

Communication 
Errors

Distraction Fatigue

Impairment

Thousands of


